
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Schue gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Cunningham led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
William Ponce, Police Chief; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

BUSINESS: 

1. PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR MUNICIPAL FACILITIES EXPANSION
- Review, discussion and possible action to approve Resolution No. 19-11
authorizing the purchase of real property - La Paz County Assessor Parcels Nos.
306-18-039A, 306-18-039B and 306-18-039C.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that this is the property at 340 North Las Palomas Avenue 
and referenced a letter, in the Council packet, that the Town sent to Barbara Cowell who 
is the listing agent on the property. He explained that the letter essentially made an offer 
on the basis of the direction the Council had given to staff, and in tum, they put what we 
had to say into the standard real estate form that is supplied to realtors. Town Manager 
Ferguson said they noted that they felt more comfortable since it is the form that is 
typically used; we were O.K. with that; that was net a problem, however, there were a few 
lines within that contract that we had some objection to. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he had our attorney review the real estate form, and she 
recommended the adjustments. He noted that they were primarily in the areas where they 
were still representing that they had a dual-agency, so we got that straightened out. He 
said the offer then was submitted to the seller; the seller in tum did counter although 
really, he did accept the price of $200,000. Town Manager Ferguson explained that the 
only thing in the counter was that he did not want to split the cost on the environmental 
which really is not all that much, and then the second piece was that he put one word in 
there where it refers to knowledge of something, he put in 'actual' knowledge. Town 
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Manager Ferguson explained that in his sense and that of the Town Attorney's as well, it 
really did not change anything.· 

Town Manager Ferguson told the Council that basically, they have an acceptance of their 
offer with the exception of the splitting of the cost of the environmental, which we are not 
even sure is going to take much of anything because this property has never really been 
used for any purpose. He explained that in some cases, Town Attorney Goodwin has 
been O.K. with a walk-through of the property; just walking it to make sure there is nothing 
that is obvious that could be a problem. He said we will probably do a little bit more than 
that, but the cost should be pretty minimal. 

Town Manager Ferguson said what we are asking tonight is for the Council to, through 
the resolution, authorize the acquisition to take place, essentially authorizing the Mayor, 
the Town Manager and the Town Attorney, as applicable through the process, to acquire 
the property. 

Council Member Amon asked if the environmental issue would be if there was hazardous 
waste or petroleum products. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that the Town Attorney always recommends it. He 
said she will tell you that is her standard practice, and the reason is because every now 
and then, in some of the communities she represents, there is something that nobody 
knew about; but, generally, that has been in communities where they have abandoned 
old wells, underground storage tanks and no one remembers them. Town Manager 
Ferguson said in this case, we are not aware of any development that has been there at 
all, but the environmental, if we were to do it, would be pretty minimal in terms of cost; we 
would probably be talking about $1,500 or so. 

Mayor Simpson said the resolution does not include Phase I authorization for a Phase I 
evaluation, but it is under the "Be it further resolved," ''perform all acts necessary to 
acquire." 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is correct; the resolution does not require that we put 
that in there because it is in the document itself, that we would like to do that, and we 
reserve that right. He said we do not have to do it, we just reserve the right to do it; we 
also reserve the. right to cancel the acquisition !f we were to do an environmental and find 
something that was objectionable. 

Council Member Schue said we have 30 days. 

Town Manager Ferguson said you have 30 days, that is correct. 

Council Member BearCat asked what the zoning is for all three of those properties. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that they are all C2; it is surrounded by Residential. 
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Council Member Schue noted that on line 342, it talks about that "The seller 
acknowledges that seller's broker shall be compensated for services according to a 
previous agreed by separate written agreement," and he asked where that agreement 
was. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is the one that you previously received which was 
essentially the one-party listing, and in it, it says that the seller would pay the 6% to the 
listing broker. He said that is the only written document of any sort; we have no agreement 
whatsoever; so, that is what it is referring to. 

Council Member Goldberg asked about line 332, where it says, "Costs associated with 
the acquisition will be split and an inspection, including Phase I Environmental acceptable 
costs associated with the acquisition will be split between the parties." 

Town Manager Ferguson said the standard cost will be split, the environmental will not. 

Council Member Schue explained that the reason he asked was because the commission 
could be considered closing costs, so, therefore, it should be split. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the agreement was that it would be 6% paid by the seller. 

Council Member Schue said he just wanted to make sure it was clear. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded it was; there is an agreement that we have a copy 
of, and it is very clear that the seller is responsible for paying the 6%. 

Jeron Mumme asked if we have an idea of what we are going to use that land for. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that initially, we are going to try to use it as an 
expansion of our Public Works area. 

Jeron Mumme next asked if this $200,000 is a line item in the budget. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that it will come out of the HURF funds and that is the 
usage; it will be Public Works usage, and we did put it in the budget. He explained that in 
future years, if the Town were to change, and we decided we were going to build the 
Chief a new police station over there, then what would happen is the General Fund would 
pay HURF back. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve Resolution Number 19-11 authorizing the 
purchase of real property- La Paz County Assessor Parcels Nos. 306-18-039A, 306-18-
039B and 306-18-039C. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
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Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

2. BYLAWS OF QUARTZSITE SPECIAL PROJECTS, INC. - Discussion and
possible approval of the Bylaws of Quartzsite Special Projects, Inc.

Town Manager Ferguson announced that he was going to leave the room to avoid any 
question of potential presence of quorum of this Special Projects. 

Mayor Simpson said this is the same set of Bylaws that this Council had reviewed 
previously with one exception, the bank account signatures were changed to require two 
signatures to sign a check or authorize a check. He explained that any of the Directors 
on the Board could sign or authorize a check; otherwise, the Bylaws remain the same. 
He said there was no change to the Articles of Incorporation, that all remained the same. 

Council Member BearCat directed attention to Page 3, Article IV: Board of Directors, of 
the Bylaws; she said 3(b) says that a director may resign at any time; she asked what 
happens if a director resigns and still continues working, but they are mandated, 
according to this, to work. She asked what you do if a Town employee, still working, 
decides they do not want to be on this, yet it is mandated that they be on it, and they 
resign from it. She gave an example, if the Town Manager decides to resign, and 
maintains being the Town Manager, even though this says that position is Town Manager 
only. 

Vice Mayor Warner said they cannot resign; it says the terms of the Finance Director and 
the Town Manager shall end on the termination of their respective employment with the 
Town. 

Council Member BearCat asked what address the Post Office Box goes to as listed on 
Page 1 of the Articles of Incorporation. 

Vice Mayor Warner said that is the Post Office Box for the Town. 

Council Member BearCat noted that before, there was a different Post Office Box. 

Council Member BearCat asked when the Quartzsite Special Projects, Inc. became a 
private foundation as noted in the Articles of Incorporation, Page 2, Paragraph E, Private 
Foundation Restrictions. 

Vice Mayor Warner responded, when Quartzsite Special Projects, Inc. became a 
corporation. 

Council Member BearCat said this cannot be a private foundation. 

Vice Mayor Warner replied, that is the way it has to be as far as the IRS is concerned; 
that is the designation that they give it. She explained that private foundation does not 
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mean that it is not a public entity; it means the corporation itself is a private foundation. 
Vice Mayor Warner said the private foundation is the federal government word; it is not 
making it private, it is still part of the Town under the authority of the Town, but the private 
foundation part of it has to do with the IRS and their designation. 

Mayor Simpson added that all that is doing is saying that it is a nonprofit and its income 
for each taxable year has to be distributed in such a manner as to be not income taxable. 
He said a private foundation, by their determination, is really a nonprofit. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Bylaws of the Quartzsite Special Projects, 
Inc. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

3. EXECUTIVE SESSION - An executive session pursuant to A.RS. § 38-
431.03(A)(1) for discussion regarding the Town Manager's Contract.

Vice Mayor Warner moved to adjourn to Executive Session, and Council Member 
Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 7:21 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting back to order at 9:57 p.m. 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: 9:57 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

4. TOWN MANAGER'S CONTRACT - Discussion and possible approval of an
amendment to the Town Manager's contract.

Mayor Simpson stated this was in reference to the Town Manager's contract and the 
Council's direction will be forwarded to the Town Attorney. 
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Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 9:58 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:58 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting of September 17, 2019 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on September 17, 2019. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 8th day of October 2019. 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

��Norm Simpson.Mayo 
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